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Welcome to my online 
pastel class. 
The main format of my class will be a demo 
followed by a slide presentation. I send out 
the image a couple days ahead, so you have 
the option to paint along. Or you can just 
watch and work later, on your own. You will 
get a YouTube link to review the demo later.

I like to mix it up with subject matter and 
challenge you to try something you might 
not try on your own. These images were all 
started as demos. 

For critique of your work, please email me a 
good image of your painting by noon the day 
before class. 

Email it to : sjkartclass@gmail.com

mailto:sjkartclass@gmail.com


Blick Featured 
Artist Page

I am one of Blick’s featured Artists. 

You can see my 3 videos and shop for supplies at 
the link below. 

If you decide to purchase through my page, please 
use the link within 24 hours of clicking on it.

If more than 24 hours passed, just click the link 
again.

Otherwise, I won’t receive credit for your 
purchase.

I earn a small commission at no additional cost to 
you.

https://www.dickblick.com/featured-
artist/SusanKuznitsky/

https://www.dickblick.com/featured-artist/SusanKuznitsky/


Pastels
One of the best resources for pastel painters 
is Dakota Art Pastels

https://www.dakotapastels.com/

It is a fabulous web site to educate yourself 
on all the brands available. 

My go to brands are (soft) Sennelier, Terry 
Ludwig, (medium) Rembrandt, (hard) 
Nupastels , Cretacolor.

I also have a variety of pastel pencil brands 
that I use. Carb Othello and Conte’ are two of 
my favorites. 

https://www.dakotapastels.com/


Surfaces
There are many surfaces to work on for 
pastels. Here are the current ones on the 
market. My favorite is Lux Archival. I also 
use UArt 400 grit. Both are available at 
Dakota Art, Blick and Amazon. 

There are also primers and grounds to create 
your own gritted surface on multimedia 
boards or gator board. 
Watercolor paper is also an option.
The options are many and you can 
experiment and have fun. 



Organizing Your Pastels

Arrange your pastels by values across 
and by color up and down.  All brands 
can co-mingle. 
This is a value chart of the full-size set 
of NuPastels arranged by similar values.



A few years after studying at the American 
Academy of Art in Chicago (my home town),
I went to Woodstock , NY and worked as 
Albert Handell’s studio assistant for years. 
(1978-79)
https://www.alberthandellstudio.com/

https://www.alberthandellstudio.com/


Work done during my time in Woodstock



Back to Chicago to start my own studio.

Painted at the Palette and Chisel 
Academy w/ Richard Schmid (1987-1988)

https://www.richardschmid.com/

https://www.richardschmid.com/


First of my ‘Women in Hats’ series





Series continued in Oregon.





The Gerber Family 

15 x 30 on UArt Sanded 
Paper with a watercolor 
underpainting. 





Class  portrait demos 









Plein Air



Dreams of Summer – pastel with alcohol wash underpainting. 





Pastel with alcohol wash





Watercolor underpainting



Watercolor underpainting 



My love of dappled light



Pastels for all seasons



Paintings from my 
travels

Mid town Manhattan 
Cafe



Acrylic Underpainting







2022 Spring issue of the Pastel Journal  
Pastel 100


